-
2

O K L A H O M A
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

HOR?fULTURE é g

The Newsletter of the Oklahoma Horticultural Society Summer 2006
JUNE/JULY/AUG

GARDEN TOUR FOR CONNOISSEURS
SHOWCASEDIVERSESTYLES

Mark your calendar for Saturday, June3,2006.  shrubsplantedinwalled bedscreated with nativered

OHShasanother delightful Garden Tour for Connois-
seursplannedfor that date. Itisour eighthyear to
organizethetour. Thisyear, twoof our
membershavetheir gardensonthe
tour- Johnny Satterlee, and Greg
and SheilaCampbell.
Sevenprivategardenswill
beopenforthetour. Y ouwill
seegardenson acreagesand
onsmaller plots. Some
outstandingfeaturesof the
gardensthisyear are: The
Satterleegardenwithacozy,
intimatecourtyardandalarge
collectionof evergreenshrubs
andtrees; twogardens
(Trachtenbergand M cQueen)
willintriguegolf playerswhenthey

gardensalsofeatureareasthat are
formal; theBirdwell gardenwithcarved
artwork ontreestumpsand apool areadecoratedwith
summer-long blooms of ‘Nearly Wild' roses; The
Rowland gardenwithanew potting shed and reworked
landscaping designed to |essen the view and noi se of
nearby Western Avenue; TheCampbell gardenwithan
eclecticcollectionof plantsthat plantaholicswill delight
inviewing,includingatri-color beechtree; andtheBailey
gardenwithavery natural-lookingdesignthatincorpo-
rates many decorative grasses and other easy-care

rocks. OHSisvery appreciativeof al thegardenowners
whoareopeningtheirlovely gardenstothepublic
thisyear. Ken Hutmacher hasagain
hel ped sponsor thetour, and his
continued supportisvery valued.
Weare cutting back on
ticket outletsthisyear to save
on ticket printing costs. We
arealsochangingtheticket
pricing; theticketswill be$10
regardless of whereoneis
purchased. Wearetrying to
simplify someof thetour pro-
cedures. Remember, if youare
atour volunteer, youget afree
ticket. Ticketswill goonsale
mid May. Children 6 and under
free. Thecost for viewingasingle
gardenis$b. Thetourisfrom9amto
4pm. And asalways, thetour goeson
intherain or sunshine. Questions: call
Sharon at 405.392.4727 or 405.990.6069; e-mail at
gardener@pldi.net.

Theproceedsfromthetour are used for several
OHSprojectstopromotehorticultureand horticultural
educationinOklahoma. Wehopeall thememberswill
take timeto enjoy thisday of garden touring. Invite
friendsandrelativestotour withyou.
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See page 7 for ticket outlets and garden locations
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT \

Welcomerain, welcome, welcome! If you' relikeme, youweregettingabit
worried about goingintothe Oklahomasummer withaseveredeficitof rain. No
matter how muchyouwater, it’ snot enough. Thankfully, withtherainthecracksin
my yard havedisappearedfor now andthelawnandflowersarereally greeningup.

Owenandl havebeenout“working” inthegarden. | say “working” because
westill don’t haveall theannual splanted and themul chdown. We' vebeenbusy —
we' rejust not accomplishing much! My husband John callsOwen a“ progress
impeder” asyou never seemto progressonany projectinaforwarddirectionwhen
heishelping.

Evenwithall thehelpof a2%2year old, | haveenjoyed my gardenmorethis
year. Instead of feverishly workingtoget everything planted, mul ched and done-
I’ ve spent more time in the garden. Owen and | have looked at all the new
earthworms, dug up grubsandthrownthemtothebirds, and discoveredjust how
deepBermudagrassrootsrealy dogo. It sbeenagood|earning experiencefor both
of us.

Whilemy gardenwon’ t bemuch of ashowcasethi sseason, theL egacy garden
attheWill RogersGarden Center will be. If youhaven't seenit, youreally needto
dropby and seejust how muchwork MariannaA ndersonand her crew of volunteers
havedoneto get that gardenready for theseason. Itlooksfantasticand Marianna
deservesabig“ Thank Y ou” for makingsurethat project hasprogressedinaforward
direction.

Theother projectthatisprogressingnicely istheGarden Tour for Connois-
seurs. Thankstothehardwork of SharonBeasley and John Fluitt, wehaveagreat
lineup of gardensfor thisyear’ stour. Thetour isJune3andthere’ sstill timeto
volunteer towork that day if youhaven’t. Evenif youcan’twork thetour, | hope
youwill beabletotakeadvantageof thetour to accesssomereally great gardens.

Finally, whileyouareout workinginyour garden, remember to pot upafew
plantsfor the OklahomaHorticultural Society boothat theFestival inthePark on
Junel0. I know |’ vegot severa volunteersinmy gardenthat aregoingtogofor that
cause. Thatis, if | canget Owento help mepot themup...

Sincerely, BrendaSanders

MARKYOURCALENDARFORTHEBI-ANNUALMEETING

TheBi-Annual meeting plansareset for September 24th. Russell Studebaker,
OHSChairmanfor Programs, hasasked J. P. M al ocsay togiveapresentationfor
our annua Fall event. Thetitleof histalk will be* Twiggeries, Gar den Featur es
and UtilitiesM adefrom Pruning Throwaways’ .

Thismesetingwill takeplaceattheOBGA inStillwater. Alongwithour spesker,
the Oklahoma Horticultural Society will holdashort meetingandsilent auction.
Timeswill beannouncedinthenextissueof theHorizon.




OKLAHOMA GARDENS PREPARE FOR THE 2007
AMERICANIRISSOCIETY CONVENTION

TheOklahomalrisSociety isplayinghosttothe
AlSNationa ConventionthefirstweekinMay of 2007.
Most members agree the garden tours are the main
drawing card of theconventions. Our tour will cover 10
gardensover threedaysinand around OklahomaCity
with approximately 750 to 1000 people expected to
passthrough. Four of thesegardensarepublicgardens.
They are Will Rogers Iris Garden, the State Capitol
(betweentheWill Rogersand Sequoyahofficebuildings,
north of the capitol building), University of Central
Oklahomain Edmond (infront of thelibrary) and our
master plantingat OSU at OklahomaCity (south of the
greenhouses). Thisis aso arecognized Oklahoma
Centennial event.

What makes the garden tour so popular and
uniquei sthehugequantity of thevery latestintroductions
andseedlingshybridizersfromaroundtheworldsendto
theconvention. OK Crecelvedover 1000differentiris,
3000 total, spread out among the tour gardens. Most
theseiriswere sent last year (beardlessvarietiestwo
yearsago), givingtheplantstwoyearstomaturefor the
tour. Thisgives hybridizersvisibility aswell asthe
opportunity toshowcasetheir latest creations. It gives
theattendeesthechancetoseewhat’ snew andhowthey
actually grow. It givesus herein Oklahomatherare
opportunity to see just how each plant handles
Oklahoma sunpredictableclimateandvarioussoilsas
wdll asintroducesustogrowerswemay not hear of very
often.

Thehybridizersusually sendtheconventiontwo
orthreerhizomesof eachplant, whicharedividedamong
ninegardens. Thismeansthoseninewill havearound
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22510250 guest’ irisaswell as
their owncollections. Thetenth
garden isour ‘master planting’
garden, which has one of each
plant, givingit 1000 uniqueand
differentiris. OSU at Oklahoma
Cityisthat garden. Thebedsthere
actually spell out* OSU’.

These‘guest’ irisare governed by a Code of
Ethicsandrulesof theAmericanlrisSociety. Theirisand
theirincreasesremaintheproperty of thecontributor or
hybridizerwhileinour gardens. They cannotbehybridized
with, shown, nor canthegardener keepany part of them
without permission. They must begiventheir ownbeds
andagoodtwofeettogrowin. Thegardener must take
very good careof theseguests, providinggoodsoil, care
and space. Signageand mappingisalsorequiredsoas
not toloseone!

A lot of new bedswerecreated acrosscentral
Oklahomato provide these beautiestheir own stage.
Bringinginsoil andamendments, aswell aswatering,
constant weeding and overall pampering haspiled up
many hoursof work for thehostsand many volunteers.
AlongwithOklahomalrisSociety members, severd iris
membersfromother societieshavepitchedinwithtime
and money to make this a statewide effort. Master
gardeners, stateempl oyees, collegestudentsand even
the boy scouts have pitched in aswell to makethisa
specia event.

Aspresident of the Oklahomalris Society, |
inviteyouall totakeadvantageof thisspecia occasion
andcomeseetheiris. Thepublicgardensareavailable
foryoutotakenoteof your favoritesorjusttoenjoy. Our
society’s sale will be July 14 and15 at Will Rogers
Garden ExhibitionCenter. | dsoinviteyoutojointhe
OklahomalrisSociety. It’ savibrant group that meets
monthly onthefirst Friday of eechmonthat 7PM, except
May, July, Augustand January, soat Will RogersPark.
Cost is$3 per year. There’ smoreinformation at our
website, www.okiris.org. Wehopeyoucancomejoinus
inthegardens.

/"/

Hugh Sout



A Busy Springin the Legacy Garden

We have had avery busy spring at the Legacy
Garden, withsevera largeand small workdaysal ready!
And although we' ve been in adrought, the two best-
advertised workdayshadto bepostponed duetorain!
Our first scheduledworkday waspostponedfor aweek
whenwefinally got somerainon &t. PatricksDay. Soon
March 25th Wanda Faller, Michael Offutt, Sharon
Beasley and | met for thefirst session of theyear. We
trimmed, weeded, and cleaned-out leaves and other
winter debris.

ThenonApril 8th, whichwasunseasonably cold
andwindy, alarger crew showed upto help, including
Cathy Connel, SharonMiller, Michael Offutt, Jennifer
Stout, WandaFaller, and WandaWhite. Weweeded,
cleaned-out therest of theleavesand debris, andeven
planted. PrecureNursery gaveuswholesalepriceson
someshrubsand perennia swhichweplanted, dongwith
3grassesbrought by Jennifer Stout, dayliliesdonated by
the Central Oklahoma Hemerocallis Society, and a
bunch of woodland phlox, and hellebores(perennial of
theyear) whichWandaFaller dug upand donatedfrom
her yard. Later the next week, Wanda returned and
planted 3 Kerriain the south bed, which has kind of
become her “baby”. A few dayslater, on April 11th,
Karen Martin met me at the Legacy Garden to plant
almost 20 Mexican Feather Grasswhich shedug and
donatedfromher yard.

At the OHS April 25th meeting | announced 3
upcoming workdays in an effort to get the Legacy
Gardenlookingreally goodfor theMay 4thgrandre-
opening of thetenniscenter at Will RogersPark. Al-
thoughthetenniscenter isontheoppositeend/corner of
thepark, | anticipated alittleextratrafficat thegarden
center because of it. So the next day was the fourth
workday. April 26thwasaweekday afternoon session,
whereSharonMiller and| plantedtwoflatsof annuals
and 10 Stoke' sDwarf Y auponhollies. | stayedacouple
hourslater toweed and pot up someextracoreopsisand

OHS TREASURER'S REPORT
Balances as of May 15, 2006

SAVINGS ACCT. $14,130.38
CHECKING ACCT. $2,274.89

perillafor theOHSsaletableat
Festiva inthePark comingupin
June. Thefollowingday wasthe
fifthworkday, whichwasaweek-
day eveningsessionandbrought
out somenew volunteers. Kathleen Ryan and Sharon
Zelinger hel ped weed and pot-up somegol dfeverfew
seedlings. Wewerejoinedlater by SharonMiller and
Michael Offutt, whostarted mul chingsomeof thefreshly
weeded sections of thebeds. Thesixthworkday was
scheduledfor Saturday April 29th, but that’ swhenwe
gotour 2-3inchesof rain. Soinstead, our bigmulchday
wasdividedintotwo. OnMonevening, May 1, Wanda
Faller, Jennifer and Hugh Stout and | weeded and
mulched two-thirds of the Legacy Garden. The next
evening SharonZelinger, Fred Anderson (my husband)
andl finishedthemul chingjob. Thefollowingmorning
SharonBeasley calledand said shecould helpand had
someplantstodonatetothel egacy Gardenif | wanted
tomeet her there. Shebrought 2kindsof oxalis, and 2
varieties of heuchera, several blue salvia, and some
penstemon, dianthus and veronica. We also planted
several things donated by TLC Nursery, including a
snowball bush, somescotchmoss, twolavender,anda
flat each of impatiensand begonias. Thank-you Sharon,
andLindaand CharlesShackelfordfor thosedonations!

Now we can take a little break before the next
workday! | know that after thislast bigpush | need a
break! Hopefully themulchwill prevent newweedsfrom
coming uptooquickly, thoughwewill needtogiveita
touch-up beforethe Festival inthe Park. Withthat in
mind, | would like to schedul e the next workday for
Tuesday evening June6that 6:30 pm. Pleaseconsider
volunteeringtohelp!

Lastly, | wouldliketothank theCentral Oklahoma
Council of Garden Clubsfor their $200 contributionto
theL egacy Gardenthisspring. Weused themoney to
purchase some of the shrubs and perennials that we
plantedthisyear. Also, | wouldliketothank Pat Miller
for her cash donation. We will use it to buy a tall
evergreen for the wide, open part of the bed. Once
again, thank-you to everyonewho helped and/or do-
nated plantsthisspring!

Marianna Anderson
Chair, Legacy GardenCommittee



Oklahoma Gardening School

A Blooming Success

Freshideasingardeningweretheorder of theday
at thesixthannua OklahomaGardening School, hosted
by theMyriad GardensFoundation. Parti ci pantsspent
theday |learninghowtomakethelr gardenauniqueoasis
withhel pfromspeakersAllan Storjohann, SteveSilk and
LucindaHutson.

Storjohann, Manager of the Myriad Botanical
Gardens, sharedthelatestingardengadgetry and pro-
vided hishandy referencelist of hisfavoriteplantsfor
Oklahomalandscapes.

Silk, a contributing editor for Fine Gardening
magazine, gaveaweal thof informationontheworld of
container gardening. Fromasinglepot overflowingwith
foliagetoawholegardenof varyingcontainers, Silk gave
tipsoncombining col or andtexturesto makeany garden
pop.

Hutson, author of The Herb Garden

FESTIVAL IN THE PARK

Itisthat timeonceagain. Timefor Will Rogers
Park'slawntotransformintoagardener’ sparadise. This
annual OklahomaCity Council of Garden Club’ s event
isscheduledfor Junel0. Thehoursfor theFestival
inthePark arel0a.m. —4p.m. ThisNationa Garden
Week celebrationwill combineaplantandgardensale
withfreehorticultura seminars, flord displaysandenter-
tainingkidsactivities.

TheOHSwill organizeaboothsdlling plant mate-
rial donated by our members. VVolunteerswill beneeded
tosell plantsand hand out information on our society.
Thereisdtill timetodig, divide, and propagatepl antsfor
thisfun sale. All kinds, sizes of plant material are
welcome. Weadwaysask youtolabed eachplantwiththe
name of the plant and areasonable price. Thishelps
speed along the processof setting up thebooth.

If youwould liketo help by bringing plants or
workingthebooth, call Shirley Kennedy, theChairman
forthiseventat 787-1897.

Cookbook, took the stage to lead guests

throughherwhims ca outdoor garden®rooms’

al thewhilesharingideasfor themegardens. Bob Scott
Shealsobrought funrecipesfromher cook-
book to makeany medl afiesta Nur'sery & Contracting

Full CircleBook Storewasonhandto
provideasel ection of booksgearedtowards
gardenersandgoody bagsstuffedwithgarden
treatswerehanded out.

A bigthanksgoesout totheOklahoma
Horticultura Society andall sponsorsfortheir
generoussupport of theOklahomaGardening
Schoal. “ Thankstogreat sponsors, theOkla
homa Gardening School hasgrownintoan
educational feast for gardenerswhoarehun-
gry for relevant and timely landscape and

N

10116 W. Wilshire
Yukon, OK 73099
1/2 mi west of Kilpatrick
Turnpike on Wilshire

gardeninformation,” said Storjohann.“We
arevery grateful for their sponsorship and
support.”

Proceeds from the School benefited
educationa programmingattheMyriad Bo-
tanica Gardens.

OHSWEBSITE:

www.okhort.org

We have a large selection of
flowering trees, shrubs and pe-
rennials for both sunand shade.

We are known for our daylllles
and hostas. ; '

phone: (405) 721-0802 .47
email: bobscottnursery@cs.com




MEMBERSGARDEN TOUR

TheMembersOnly gardentour couldn’thavehad
anicer day for theoccas on. Every gardenhad something
special. | beganmy tour at the Coley’ snear Goldsby.
Danand Jeannie havea“ spread” of 30 acres. That is
morethanmost of ushavetogardenon. They utilizemany
nativeplantsintheir landscaping. Uniqueat their place
wasaniceclumpof large-flowered, yellow oenothera
that made itself at home in the field near the long
driveway. A spicebushnear thepondlost aleaf tomeso
| could crushitand enjoy thespicy fragrance, atreeto
haveif youwant butterfliesinyour yard. TheColey’s
havecreated along paththroughtheir woodsanditwas
most peaceful towalk along. They havethemost hand-
somebanty rooster toadmiretoo, if youenjoy chickens.
| hadtotakeapictureof therock that |lookslikeastrange
dinosaurfoot.

AtMickey Morgan’ sgarden, | enjoyedseeingthe
lovely bluedd pheniumsthat shegrows, inadditiontothe
largegroupingsof eas er-to-grow annud larkspur, many
of whichwerealovely, lightlavender color. Someyard
art caught my eye- Mickey hadtakenasi zeablesection
of awillow branchand* planted” itinthegardenafter she
spray painteditareddishcolor. | firstthoughtitwasa
small red maplethat had not brokendormancy. It made
aniceadditiontotheplantings. Shehasworked severa
specia bouldersintoher bedsaswell. Many hydrangeas
and hostasinher yard makethistimeof year Mickey’s
favoriteinher garden.

Jackieand Sid Poguedid away with most of the
grassat their property. Inthefront yardaretwo, large,

rai sed bedssurrounded by low wallsof rocksandfull of
many plants. Theoneplantthat really caught my eyewas
onewithmany, bright orange, small flowersonatwofoot
plant. Jackieisstill tryingtojog her memory astothe
nameof it.

A small band of perfect grass separatesthetwo
beds. Inback, awonderful sloping, shadebedisfilled
withhostasand other shade-loving plants. Jackiefell in
lovewiththebackyardwhen shefirst saw themany
maturetreestherewithunusual trunk structures. 1 imagine
theirtwobeautiful catsal soenjoy thetrees. Oneinterest-
ing, Side-leaningtreetrunk isproppedupby astee! bar.
Beyondtheir property isasharpdropineevationwhich
leadsto a higher areafilled with trees. It provides a
secludedfeeling at theback of thehouse.

AttheFallergarden, | wastotally enthralledwith
theclematisthere. Therewereat |east 3different vines
that must havehad 200 and morebloomsopenoneach
one. Wandaand L indsey must havesuper soil. Thereare
many plantsontheir acreor two of garden, but themost
uncommononewastheChinesefoxglove(Rehmannia)
withlarge, drooping pink flowers. They apparently are
mucheas er togrow thanregular foxgloves.
Wandaand Lindsey also have awoodland areawith
pathstostroll aong.

Thanks to the owners of the four gardens for
sharingwithOHSmembers. If youwouldliketoshare
your garden in the future, let me know. Call Sharon
Beasley at 405.392.4727.

PRECURE

NURSERY & GARDEN CENTERg

4535 N.W. 63rd @ Oklahoma City, OK 73132
Landscaping 405.721.5638
Garden Center405.721.5637

8125 W. Reno e Oklahoma City, OK 73127
Landscaping 405.789.4930
Garden Center 405.789.2540

Specializing in Affordable
Landscape Design and Installation
Www.precurenursery.com

Trees

Shrubs
Ground Covers
Bedding Plants
Sod Grass
Water Features
Fertilizer
Pottery

Lawn & Garden Art
Statuary

Bird Feeders
Tropicals




GARDEN TOUR FOR CONNOISSEURS

. . . WHEN . e .
éf éf Saturday, June 3, 2006 9 am - 4 pm %

Rain or Shine

TICKET PRICE SEVEN GARDEN LOCATIONS
$10.00 - early purchase or tour day - sameprice David & JanisBailey
$ 5.00- Toview asinglegarden 7208 NE 104th
Childrenunder 6 yearsof age: FREE OKC
TICKET SOURCES Doug and Debbie M cQueen
FarmersGrain Company of Edmond 15508 Fairview FarmBlvd.
102 W 2st St. Edmond, OK
(405) 341-3310
Larry& MaryTrachtenberg
Horn Seed Company 2525NW Grand Blvd.
1409 NW Expressway, OKC OklahomacCity, OK

(405) 842-6607
Marc & Betsy Rowland

PrecureNursery and Gar den Center 15000WilsonRd.
4535 NW 65rd St, OKC OklahomaCity, OK
(405) 789-4930
David & AmyBirdwell
6922 N. May Ave., OKC OklahomaCity,OK' johnny Satterlee
(405) 848-6228 For additional informationcheck and Susan Cabiness
_ our website www.okhort.org 804 GleneaglesDrive
TLCFloristand Greenhouse or contact Sharon Beasley at Edmond, OK
105W. Memoria Rd. OKC 405.392.4727 or 405.990.6069; _
(405) 751-0630 or e-mail at gardener @pl di.net Gregand SheillaCampbell
3532 Quail Creek Rd.
OklahomaCity, OK
VOLUNTEERPARTY

Thevolunteer appreciationparty will beheldat Wanda& Lindsey Faller’ shomeon Saturday, Junel7from6-9
p.m. Remember, that at the volunteer party, anyonewho has hel ped out the club for any of the projectssincelast June
isqualified to attend. Spouses areinvited to attend also even if they didn’'t volunteer. Everyone brings either amain
dishoradessert for potluck. It usually worksout finewithout any big planningonthefood. Also bringachair or blanket
tosit on. Withalimited amount tables, you may consider bringing atray (or balancing a plateon your lap workstoo!).
Drinksand eating utensils are provided. We always have awonderful time getting to relax and visit with each other.

Directionsto Wanda' shomear easfollows:

>Takel-35Northandexit on33rd Stin Edmond. >Thenturnrighton CactusandleftonY ucca...
>Crossingover thehighway, goWest on 33rd >Their addressis3601Y uccaDrive

>Turn North (right) on Driftwood (1st street coming

fromthel-35) If yougetlost, herearesomephonenumbers:
>TakeDriftwoodtoa"T" intheroad (SE 32nd) Sharon'scell: 990-6069, Wanda'shome341-7412
andgoleft Vicky'scell: 627-1251



GOLDEN GOLDENROD

By BrendaSanders

Goldenrod (Solidago spp.) isoneof my favorite
plants. Any plantthat canmakeitthroughan Oklahoma
summer andtheend-of-the-season gardener’ sneglect
getstopmarksinmy book. Theproblemwithgoldenrod
isithasgottenabumrap. It getsalot of theblameforall
thesneezingandsnifflinggoingoninthefal. | too, used
toblamegoldenrodfor my allergy problemsasl| drove
downtheroadwithmy eyesitchingandmy noserunning.
“Itmust bethat yellow flower | seealong sidetheroad
that’ scausingall my discomfort.” Well, |’ mhappy to
report that ragweed (Ambrosiaartemisifolia), not gold-
enrodistheculprit. Not that I’ m happy that thereisa
culprit, just happy it snot goldenrod. Now | amfreeto
plantgoldenrodinmy gardenfor somefantasticfall color.

Thegreat thingabout goldenrodisthatitisnot very
picky about soil typeandisdrought tolerant. Itactually
thrivesonneglectandwill gettall andflopoverifyougive
ittoomuchfertilizer. Hey, itgrowsa ongthesideof the
road, it hasto betough! There are many improved
cultivarsthat really ook spectacul arinthegarden. Three
of my favorites are Solidago rugosa‘ Fireworks', S.
‘GoldenBaby’,and S. sphacelata’ Golden Fleece' .

‘Fireworks wasintroducedin1993by KenMoore
of the NC Botanical Garden in Chapel Hill. It has
cascadesof yellow bloomsthat areclosetothestemand
canbeaboutalzfeetlong. They gracefully archand
really dolook likeexplosionsof fireworks. Theblooms
haveanairy quality tothemwhichisanicefeatureinthe
fall. Itgrowsapproximately four feettall andisagood
choicefor themiddleto back of theborder.

If youarelookingforamoretraditiona goldenrod
look withouttheheight, youmighttry ‘ GoldenBaby.’ It
wasintroduced by theDenver Botanic Gardenand only
grows about two feet tall. It has the more classic
goldenrod look — much like the type of goldenrod
commonly usedinflower arrangements.

Finally, a good goldenrod for the front of the
borderis’ GoldenFleece.” Introducedby theMt. Cuba
Center, it hascascadesof yellow bloomsclosea ongthe
stemandonly stands1%to 2feettall. Theplant tends
to get wider thanit doestall and actssomewhat likea
tallergroundcover. Itmakesavery strikingfa | statement
when plantedwithanother Mt. Cubaintroduction, Aster
novae-angliae' PurpleDome.’

7

N\

Growing
for All Your Gardening Success
TLC Nursery & Greenhouses, Inc.
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THE
PROFE

105W. Memorial Rd. - 751-0630
8208 NW Expressway - 720-0091
2001 S. Douglas

Midwest City - 751-0630
KONALS

o 4
Oklahomd's Leading Garden Centers
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OHSWEBSITE:
www.okhort.org
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in a variety of finishes to compliment your home.

design, installation and delivery to suit your needs.
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Satterlee Landscape Nursery has been serving plant lovers from across the
state for 40 years. Family owned and operated, we specialize in unusual
varieties as well as old favorites. Select from awide variety of trees, shrubs,
perennials, water plants, annuals and tropicals for every situation.

Come enjoy our new water garden area with a waterfall, large pond,
flagstone patio and raised planting beds. Personalize your garden with
selections from our new line of garden accessories such as gazing globes, wind chimes, hand-carved granite
fountains, spheres and oriental lanterns. We also offer cast concrete fountains, birdbaths, planters and statuary

Our trained staff (including four Oklahoma Certified Nurserymen) will guide you in the best plant selections
for ourarea. Visit with our design staff to bring to life the garden of your imagination. Satterlee's offers landscape

Visit us today at 6922 North May Avenue
Or call: (405) 848-6228

Y

Satterlee

...including the unusual

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

J




Ceanothus ovatus
by MikeSchnelle

Inland ceanothus, nativetotheU.S., remainsin
obscurity relativetobetter knownshrubsoftennativeto
far away countries. BelongingtotheRhamnaceae, this
indigenousornamental couldbecompetitivewithbetter
knownnursery stock onavariety of fronts.

Inland ceanothusstartsoff thespring seasonwith
abig bang. Before foliage even matures, C. ovatus
beginsunfolding4-5" whitecymesthroughout theplant.
Whileflowersarebarely fragrant, their sheer beauty
alonejustifiestheir beingincorporatedinthemodern
landscape. For nearly three weeks (early May in
Oklahoma) aseaof whiteflowersengulf plants, even
those small (Ilessthan 3’ tall) or their first year trans-
planted. Despite American nursery professionalsal-
ready havinganamplesd ectionof early whiteflowering
shrubs, C. ovatus sfive-peta edflowersarenovel enough
(pubescent and claw-likeinappearance) todistinguish
themfromthesameoldfashioned spirea(Spiraeaspp.)
and other “staples’ often overused by landscapers.
Occasondly thisplantwill intermittently flower until mid-
Juneafter itsfirst and primary flowering event weeks
ealier.

Leaves are 2.0 or 2.5inch long by %2’ wide,
durableand remain adependablemediumgreen col or
evenunder hotandwindswept conditions. Whilefoliage
issomewhat attractivefor thisspecies,italoneisnotone
of theplant’ skey ornamental characteristics.

Thisspeciesprefersfull sunall day althoughlight
afternoon shade is tolerated. | have grown Inland
ceanothusinanumber of soil typesand pH level swithout
incident. However, optimal growthwill resultfrompH
6.0—6.8. No significant diseases, insects or related
pestsarereportedtoattack thisspecies. Theexception
ispowdery mildew that may mildly afflictthisshrubon
occasion. | havetrialed C. ovatusthroughout the State
of Oklahomawithnodiseaseor pest problemswhatso-
ever. Likewise, few abioticissueswouldarisefor the
landscaper. However, itisadvisableto providegood
drainageaschronically wet soils/” wet feet” couldresult
invariousrootrots. Thisisinconcertwiththefact that
Inland ceanothusisfoundgrowingwildinupland (dry/
well drained sites) areasthroughout theCentral U.S. |
havenever hadto pruneplantstoretaintheir shapeor

beauty providedthey areproperly spacedfor maximum
light penetrationandair circulation ( plant nocloser than
on four foot centers when planting en masse). Inland
ceanothusintegrateswell intoamixed shrubborder. In
fact thisis sometimes best so that surrounding plant
materialscanoffer ornamental attributesafter thisspecies
ceasesflowering. Althoughmany articlesrefer toplants
staying small as2’ tall, | havefoundthat in cultivated
Stuationsthat thespeciesmay reachat|least 4’ tall andjust
aswide. Landscapersshouldsitethemaccordingly.

Nursery professionals would have no problem
sdllingthisplantwheninflower. Anadded bonusisthe
factthatitisrelatively precociousthrowingflowersfrom
onegalloncontainersandofteninthelandscapel essthan
oneyear intoestablishment. Becausesummer foliageis
not thespecies’ forte, garden center placardsdepicting
theplantinflower couldhelpconsumersenvisonthemain
ornamental featureandreasonfor growingtheshrub. Fal
salescoulda sobesuccessful giventhereddish-purpleto
ultimately black capsul efruitsand sometimesmoderately
showy redfall foliage. Green professionalsneed also
remind consumersof thisplant’ ssheer tenacity togrowin
difficult Sites, particularly inmoderatel y dry landscapes.
Lastly, without question, thisplantisawildscapecandi-
dateto betouted for itsability to lure butterfliesto the
landscape.

Strong ornamental attributes are enjoyed in all
seasonsbut thewinter months. However, thepersi stent
black capsulesand moderately exfoliating older stems
lendsomewinter appeal albeithominal.

Propagationisprimarily by seed. Stratificationfor
at least 60 days at 34-36F will ensure 80% or better
germination rates. Itisalso possibleto propagate the
shrub by softwood cuttings.

Inland ceanothusisavailablefromnativeplantand
specialty nurseries. | am not aware of commercially
availablecultivars. Becauselnland ceanothusishardy to
at least zone 4, themajority of American nursery and
landscapeprofessional scanenjoy theplant. Ceanothus
ovatusshouldremindusall of our many val uablenatives
often passed over inour quest to grow thelatest exotic
introduction.



OKLAHOMAHORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 2006 EVENTS

OklahomaHorticultural Society (OHS) Monthly Educational Meeting-7PM - OKC
Monthly educational meetingsareheldthefourth Tuesday of eachmonth (except July, August and December)
at 7 PM at the OK C Will RogersGarden Center. Meetingsareopentothepublicand all arewelcome.

June3 Garden Tour for Connoisseursbrought to you by the OklahomaHorticultural Society. OKC's
premieregardentour. Detail stocome.

Junel0 Festival inthePark 10a.m. —4p.m. Will RogersHorticultural Gardens' lawnwill transform
intoagardener’ sparadiseduringthe OklahomaCity Council of Garden Club’ sannual event. ThisNational
GardenWesek celebrationwill combineapl ant and garden salewithfreehorticultural seminars, floral displays
andentertainingkidsactivities.

June 17 Volunteer Appreciation Party - Home of Wanda and Lindsey Waller - 6-9 pm seeinside
June27 OHSMonthly Program ... 7 PM at Will Rogers Garden Center

Sept 24 OHSBI-Annual Meeting J. P. Maocsay “ Twiggeries, Garden Featuresand UtilitiesMadefrom
Pruning Throwaways’. OBGA inStillwater.

ACOMPLETELISTINGOFOKLAHOMA'SHORTICULTURAL
EVENTS,CHECK THE OHS websiteat: www.okhort.org

Dianthusgratianopoliltanus
‘Feuerhexe (Firewitch)
2006 Perennial Plant of the Year ™

Har diness: Growswell inUSDA HardinessZones3-9
Light: Full sun
Soil: Growsbestinwell-drainedsoils
Uses: Thecheddar pink isexcellent asaborder edger, asarock garden plant, plantedinwall crevices, or
asaground
cover onasunny slope. Itisat homeintheherb garden, aformal border or acottagegarden.
Plantingl nformation
PlaceDianthusinfull sunlocationsorinlight shadeinextremely hot climatesinwel I-drained, neutra todightly
akalinesoil. Donot mulchwithdeeplayersof organicmatter. After floweringinlatespring, thespent flowers
shouldbecut back to promoterebloom|ater.
UniqueQualities

Theenticingclove-likescent of thislow-growing ornamenta makesittheperfect choicefor usein
aborder near thewalkway. Thebloomsoffer lingeringfragrance. Placement near thewakway allowsextra
scent aspassershy brushfragrant blossoms. Pert, bright bloomsmakeFirewitch aperfect choi cefor therock
gardenorfor plantinginwall crevices. Theperennial quality createsagood ground cover onasunny slope.

ThePerennia Plant A ssoci ationhasnamed Dianthusgratianopolitanus Feuerhexe' (alsoknownas
Firewitch) 2006 Perennial Plant of the'Y ear ™. Cheddar pink isthecommon nameof thisexcellent sun
exposureperennial. Itisanevergreen selectionwithbluish-gray, silvery foliageand purplish-pink fragrant
flowersinmid-spring. Rebloomcanoccur inthesummer andintothefall. Thischeddar pink ishardy from
zones3t09. Maturematsof thischeddar pink havefoliage3to4inchestall and 6to 12incheswide. Flowers
will reach6to8incheshigh. Thisevergreenperennia performsbestinfull suninwell-drained soils.
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OKLAHOMA
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

BOTH FOR ONLY $35 PER YEAR!

AMERICAN . . . .
HORTICULTURAL Enjoy the_beneflts of your I(_)cal gard_enlng society as V\_/ell
SOCIETY asthe nations most prestigious horticultural organization
OHS- AHSJOINT MEMBERSHIP FORM Date

MEMBERSHIPTY PE

MEMBERSHIPOPTIONS
[ ] Genera - 1or2personsinsamefamily with 1cardonly. . . 35.00

[ ] Renewal [ ] Genera - 2 personsinsamefamily with2cards............ 40.00
[] GiftMembership [ ] Life OHSMember - DoesNot Include $20 yearly AHS Dues . . . 300.00

[ ] YearlyAHSduesfor Life OHSMembers................ 20.00
Name(s)

note: when only 1 AHS card desired, please circle name to be on card

Street Address Occupation
City/State/Zip
Phone (Home) (Work)

E-mail:

Please make check payable to:

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
: [[] New Member
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

OklahomaHorticultural Society * PO. Box 75425 * Oklahoma City, Oklahoma* 73147-5425

Andasaways, whenrenewingorsigningup

. : i
Time Is running out!
ATTENTION: _
Take note of a change in the OHS/AHS We hope you enjoy your
membershipdues. Theusua $35annual fee Oklahoma Horticultural Society
will giveyouonly one(1) AHScard. Foran member ship and thebenefitsit provides.
additional $5, a2nd cardwill bemailed. Please check the membership expira-

tion date on the mailing label of your

asanewmember PL EASE SENDYOUR newsletter and take a moment to renew
FORM AND CHECK TO THE OHS if it is expired.

P.0.BOX (nottheAHSaddress) - Thiswill We will be updating the member-
speed up the paper work ship files soon. Don’t miss out on the

upcoming events!

S

J
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Oklahoma Horticultural

Society
P.O. Box 75425
Oklahoma City, OK 73147-5425

N\

OKLAHOMA
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

GARDENTOUR
FOR CONNOISSEURS

SATURDAY, JUNE 3rd

9:00AM TO 4 PM
rain or shine

Check insidefor ticket
outlets and garden locations

Mailing address: OHS P.O. Box 75425 Oklahoma City, OK 73147-5425
Web Page:  www.okhort.org
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