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DR.ALLAN ARMITAGE - WINTER MEETING GUEST

Thisyear the OklahomaHorticultural Society will be bringing Dr. Allan Armitage to lecture during
our annual speaker series. Dr. Armitage will be speaking at two locations. Onein Tulsa, OK on February
18 and during our Annual Winter Meeting on February 19 in Oklahoma City.

Dr. Armitage is currently professor of horticulture at the University of Georgia, Athens, where he
teaches, conducts research and manages the highly respected Georgia Horticulture Gardens. He has
authored eight books, six CD’s and more then 300 articles and papers in both trade journals and leading
garden magazines. Hetravel sthe globe asal ecturer and consultant and hasreceived numerousawardsfrom
nursery trade groups and horticultural organizations, including The Medal of Honor from the Garden Club
of America, theQuill and Trowel Award fromthe Garden Writers Association of Americaandthe American
Horticultural Society National Educator Award. Someof hisbooksinclude Armitage’ sManual of Annuals,
Biennials & Half-hardy Perennials, Herbaceous Perennial Plants, Armitage’'s Garden Perennials and
Armitage’s Garden Annuals.

Dr. Allan Armitage's Schedule:

Friday, February 18th, Tulsa 6:30 PM, Tulsa's Saturday, February 19th, Oklahoma City ,
Hardesty Library Auditorium, 8360 E. 93rd Street  OKC Zoo and Botanica Gardens Education Center,
2101 NE 50th (East parking lot)

OHS Annual Meeting schedule:

“Legendsin the Garden: Who in the World is

Nellie Stevens?”

In many cases, wewonder not only what our gardens
grow but also who our plants were named for and
why. Dr. Allan Armitage will entertain us with
stories of unique plants and the intriguing people,
places, and the discoveriesthat led to their naming.
Gardening history comes alive as Allan puts faces
with the names of American garden legends.
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OHSCHRISTMASPARTY
= FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17
= 6:30 PM
%85 See page 3 for the details!
- J

1:00 PM General Membership
2:30 PM Dr. Allan Armitage Lecture

“If You’'re Going to Spend Your Money, You
Might As Well Buy the Good Stuff”

One of Allan’s favorite expressions is “there is no
such thing as an old gardener,” but he would aso be
the first to tell us “there are many broke gardeners.
Plants are expensive, especially for adventurous
gardeners, thus the need to discuss the good and the
bad in the plant world.” Allan will talk about annual
and perennial plantsthat will perform well in Okla-
homa gardens.

See page 7 for information on Dr. Armitage's books.

For more information, visit www.okhort.org, or call Vicky at (405) 330-9150
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Asmy third year as president of the ‘Hort" Society comesto aclose,
| can’t help but notice how much busier thisgroup seemsto beall year round.
You'd think things would slow down as Christmas approaches but there
always seems to be one more thing to do. And that’s a good thing!

Thanks to OHS members Dixie & Bruce Gordon’s generosity and
hospitality, we have a great location for our Christmas party this month. All
are welcome, details inside!

Our Garden Tour for Connoisseursco chair Beth Wagner, John Fluitt,
Jennifer and myself have been combing the countryside searching for the
perfect gardens for our tour next June and have already come up with some
gems.

We've had agood sign up of volunteers for our booth at the Garden
Show, January 21-23 at the Oklahoma City Fairgrounds and we also plan a
return to the Oklahoma Garden Show in Tulsa next March. Let me know if
you'd like to pitch in at either of these events.

Then of course we have the much-anticipated arrival of Dr. Allan
ArmitagethisFebruary. Detailsinside. We' |l need somehelpinselling books
in OKC so holler if you want to help. | do want to forewarn our membersthat
seating at his programs may get sparse so be sureto arrive early. Be sureto
watch our website, www.okhort.org, for al the latest updates and events.

| want to thank everyone who attended the Bi-Annual Meeting in
Stillwater September 19, Thiswasthelargest turnout I’ d ever seenthereand
thanks to everyone's generosity, we nearly doubled our proceeds from the
silent auction last year (which morethen doubled from theyear before!) Alan
Branhagen gave an exceptional program and JoAnne Vervinck was awarded
the Oklahoma Horticultural Society’s George Vaclavek Gold Medal for her
dedication to both the society and the state in the field of horticulture.
Congratulations JoAnne!

Speaking of doubling, | aso want to thank everyone who pitched in
at the OKC Zoo’'s Autumn Extravaganza, where we doubled our proceeds
fromplant salesagainthisyear. A special thanksto WandaWhitefor chairing
that event.

Lastly | want to report that JoOAnneV ervinck al so completed her work
on the proposal to nominate Will Rogers Park & Arboretum to the National
Registry of Historic Places. Contracted by the Oklahoma Horticultural
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Society and the State Historic Preservation Office, this

YT — proposal must plear the city, state arld federal qffic&lto
Buscard  $15.00 $20.00 become a redity. We have and will be working with
Uhpage 2500 35.00 government agencies to help see that it does succeed.
1/2page  45.00 55.00 Regardless of the final outcome, JoOAnne's research will
full page  85.00 100.00 always be an important record of the park’s history and an
| ssue Deadline invaluable archive for future generations. A copy of this
Spring March 1 work will be presented to the Will Rogers Garden Exhibi-

?;flnmef X'ay 1St s tion Center Library for all to see.
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Think Spring ThisFall

by Loretta Aaron

Time now to tuck in the garden for another year.
And to think spring. Think spring? YES. What your
garden will ook like next spring, will depend upon what
you do this fall. It's still not too late to plant pansies,
violas, dianthus, snapdragons and ornamental kale and
cabbage. If theannual poppy hasnever beenapart of your
garden, sow seed now. They addacolorful display inearly
spring. Grow theminfull sun. Rakethearealightly before
scattering seed. Naturewill do therest. Should the winter
be dry, | usually will water the area. If plants are too
crowded, thinthem. They do not transplant readily. There
aresevera varietiesof annual poppiesand bothsingleand
double form. All do well in our area.

Spring flowering bulbs can still be planted. Try
to have them planted by December 15. In our area, tulips
are considered an annual. Some gardeners will lift the
bulbs after thefoliage diesback and allow themto air dry
for afew days, thenstoreinapaper sack, inacool areaand
replant again in the fal. | have found that the Lily
flowered tulipswill often returnfor afew years, if grown
in full sun, in good drainage and not over planted with
other plants. Two good ones are West Point and Red
Shine. Most of thetulips| grow | treat asan annual. My
favorite isthe huge Parrot tulip, Texas Flame.

Daffodils are agood investment. Most will bloom
and return for many yearswith good form and substance.
Foliage must remain until it dies back. The foliage is
necessary to mature the bulb for another year of bloom.
Daffodils will tolerate light shade. Should the winter
monthsbedry, water theplantings. | havefoundthe Split
Corona class does very well in our area. Good ones are
Mol’s Hobby, Tricolet, Colblanc, Orangery, Palmares
and Mondragon. (Note: See the spring 04 Horticultural
Horizons for more of Loretta s favorite bulbs.)

If you are growing the perennial Hibiscus, the old
top growth can be removed for garden neatness. An
application of composted cattle manure now would be
beneficial. The variety Southern Belleis one of the most
popular. The huge blooms arered, pink and white. Seed
pods are now on the old wood. If you have the space and
like to experiment, these can be planted now, and will
bloom next spring. Some are interesting.

If any of you are growing the Varnish tree,
(Firmiana) never allowittoremaindryif thewinterisdry,
and we have aseveretemperature drop for afew days. In
1983, those that were dry, were killed that year. This
interesting tree is native to Chinaand Africa. It isavail-
ableat most garden centersinthe spring container grown.
New trees and shrubs planted this year, should be kept

well watered thefirst winter, astheroot systemshave not
developed well.

| think most gardeners in central Oklahoma will
remember theyear 2004 asaweird one. Everything grew
tall. And | mean TALL. Thecrepe myrtleplants| put out
30 years ago were dwarf, and never reached more than 4
ft. tall. Severa reached 5 and 6 feet. The Leucanthia
(Mexican Sage) grew to 6 ft. | did not spill fertilizer
aroundit. Eventhecrabgrassexploded! Couldtherehave
been nitrogen in the air? Maybe a chemist could explain
this. Other gardeners also experienced thetall factor this
year. Even hail stonesin the storm of April 21 were BIG.

If the perennial Peony is part of your plant collec-
tion, do not allow the old foliage to remain on the plant,
or fall tothe soil around the plant. Thefungi sporesof the
Botrytis winter over on the old foliage. Remove foliage
and tossin the trash can. If allowed to remain on the soil
around the plant, next spring when the shoots with the
buds push through the soil, will be infected. Buds when
the size of adimewill turn brown and not open. Peonies
should be grown in full sun, far away from roots of large
trees. The Peony isone plant, that once established, does
not like to be disturbed. When planting a new plant, no
morethan aninch of soil over thetips. If planted too deep,
it may not bloom for years.

May al your plants be there to greet you when
spring arrives.

OHSCHRISTMAS PARTY
DATE: Friday, December 17
TIME: 6:30 PM
PLACE: Home of Dixie & Bruce Gordon

12801 Williams Ct. OKC :
DIRECTIONS: £33
>At NW 122 and Meridian - go north & 7
>Take the 2nd left which is ValVerde Dr, then
>Take the first left (Williams Court)
...a short cul-de-sac street .
The Gordons have a flag in front.

THE PARTY: This is a pot luck dinner, meat
and drinks will be provided, so please bring
your favorite food....fruit/veggies, cheeses,
salads, casseroles, munchies or desserts.

Questions?
call Dixie at 752-1280 or Vicky at 330-9150
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GARDENING AND COOKING GO HAND IN HAND

by Kamala Gamble
Owner of Kam's Kookery and OHS Member

| have lived in most regions in the US and my
husband & I have traveled to and visited 45 of the 50
states and run marathons in 39 of them. We love
visiting local gardens , community and otherwise,
arboretums etc when we travel. My early career was
in the banking industry which | left to become a
professionally trained chef by attending Scottsdale
Culinary Institute in Arizona. | worked in several
nationally acclaimed restaurants in the area and
learned about the use of fresh vegetables and herbs
in cooking. | secured a position as assistant to the
managing chef at Frontera Grilland Topolobampoin
Chicagowith renowned authentic Mexican chef Rick
Bayless. During my tenure at the restaurant we
visited many of the local organic farmers that sup-
plied the restaurant.

| returned home to OKC to serve as the open-
ing chef for an authentic Mexican restaurant. | was
unable to locally buy many of the specialty veg-
etables & herbs that | had become accustomed to
using. So | beganto grow my own. To enhance my
knowledge | attended OSU/OKC Horticulture Cen-
ter, specializing in horticultural studies. Currently,
my husband Lance & | grow herbs, specialty veg-

Dear OHSMembers,

Thank you for your generous scholarship
and membership with Oklahoma Horticultural So-
ciety. | received my first copy of your newsletter
thisweek and enjoyed reading the articlesand tips.

I am a fifth year landscape architecture
student at OSU and will receive my bachelor of
landscape architecture degree next May. My goal
isto becomealicensed landscapearchitect. Andto
design public spaceswhere peopleand familiescan
go and create memorable experienceslikethe ones
| have had when visiting parks with my family.

The past academic year | had the opportu-
nity to complete two six month internships with
Edward Stoneand A ssociatesin Floridaand Agence
Paysages in southern France. | had a wonderful
learning experience and am beginning to under-
stand how much it has and will complement my
studies at OSU.

Thank youagainfor thescholarship. Ithas
enabled me to focus more on my studiesand | am
very grateful. Sincerely, Katy Halgren

etables and flowers organically at Guilford Gardens
on a half acre in suburban OKC. They distribute
much of their produce through their 20+ family CSA
and sell the rest at a local farmer's market. And in
addition, supply heirloomtomatoesto some of OKC's
fine dining establishments . | primarily teach hands-
on cooking classes in my commercial professional
kitchen at the same location as the farm. Often, the
class members will harvest produce & herbs from
the garden and then learn how to cook with them
during that evening's class.

Garden experiences:

My maternal grandmother was an avid gar-
dener and my parents grew vegetables to supple-
ment our table when we were growing up. | did not
start gardening until 2001 when | started a small
garden. Since that time, the garden has quadrupled
and the variety of vegetables and herbs grown has
increased exponentially. | continue to amend the
black clay soil and deal with the same wild Okla-
homa weather that we all do. My husband & | are
looking to increase our production through the pur-
chase of an acreage with nice loamy soil - did |
mention | believed in Santa Claus! While the cooking
isimmensely satisfying and supports the gardening,
I would prefer to spend more time in the soil and less
in the suds.

| owe a big debt of gratitude to many for helping
my efforts in gardening including Julia Laughlin of
OSU/OKC, Robert Stelle of Sunrise Acres , John
Blevins aka the Worm Man, and Grace Morgan. At
some point we will be featured on the food network
Recipe for Success program - the filming was
completed in September.

Visit me at “http://www.kamskookery.com/”
Happy gardening to all of you and | look forward to
seeing you in meetings and at activities.

OHSTREASURER'S REPORT

November 6, 2004
CHECKING ACCT. BALANCE: $1,022.36

SAVINGS ACCT. BALANCE: $26,822.66



EXOTICVISITORIN MY GARDEN

by Sharon Beasley

| wasexcited about avisitor to my yard about three
weeksago. Itled meonabit of achase, but | finally was
able to check it out. From the front yard to the back |
chased a zebra longwing butterfly (formally called
Heliconius charitonius). This was not the swallowtail
kind of zebra butterfly, mind you.

| couldn’t believe my eyes when | first saw the
fluttering critter. 1t seemed to flutter differently than
other butterflies| haveseeninmy yard. When| got close
enough to see the pattern of it, | immediately thought of
the zebra butterflies in the Crystal Bridge in downtown
Oklahoma City, but | didn’t think one could be free in
Oklahoma.

Thecolorisblack with paleyellow stripes. Across
the center back are two stripes. Toward thetail endisa
lineof yellow dots. Atthewingtipsaretwo slantinglines
with abit of azigzag zag to them. | think they should be
called widewingsrather than longtails because the wings
are wider across than they are from head to tail end - at
least twice as wide as the other direction. The average
wingspread must be three inches.

The one that visited my yard seemed drawn to the
lantanaflowers. It appeared thenext day also, but | never
saw it after that. | ran for my cameraafter spotting it the
first timeand did manageto get what | hope will be good
pictures of it on the lantana.

After observing it for a while, | reached for my
butterfly guidetolearnmoreaboutit. | alsochecked afew
websites. What | learned from all of thisisthat they are
found around Texasto Floridaand farther south. Florida
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OKC'S ZOO
'AUTUMN EXTRAVAGANZA"

Thank you volunteers for the OKC Zoo's ‘Auturmn
Extravaganza’ on October 23rd. We had great
plants, great people, at a wonderful location,
which made this a very successful event. Thanks
again for all your time and donations to:

Juhree Bassett
Wanda Faller
John Fluitt
Janis Johnson

William Metcalf

Pearl Pearson

Patricia Steffens
Hugh & Jennifer Stout

Wanda White, chairperson
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made it the state butterfly in 1996.

Besides lantana, they also like passion vines, of
which | have plenty. Pentasare another favoriteflower.
They eat flower nectar as well as flower pollen and
reportedly are the only butterfly to eat pollen. | had to
chuckle at this information given at the website
<creekgov.net/archives/000247.asp> where the word-
ing was. Zebrasalso feed on pollen by collecting blobs
of pollen in their proboscis, which is then externally
digested (the pollen, not the proboscis). My wordsnow
- remember from science class that the proboscisis the
long tube feature that curls up when not in use. After
reading their sentencethough, itleft mewondering about
external digestion in butterflies and what kind of diges-
tion is done with the nectar. Inthecaterpillar stage,
they are white with black spinesthat are not injuriousto
touch as some spined larvae are. The amusing website
shows a picture of both the egg, larval and butterfly
stages.

You never know what you will learn when you
start digging for information, but the author of the piece
mentioned above al so pointed out that Floridahasastate
food - Key Lime pie. And | think our Oklahoma
legislators waste time naming state this's and that’s.

At any rate, | believe my visitor was a rare one
around here, and | wonder if it was an escapee from the
Crystal Bridge. | hope it found a safe refuge already,
before the freeze hits.
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HIGH-TECH INFORMATION
SERVICES, INC.

VICTORIA MICHALIK

DESK-TOP PUBLISHING
.BROCHURES, NEWSLETTERS,
FLYERS

PHONE (405) 330-9150

FAX (405) 330-8325
tohightek@hotmail.com
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“Basic Training” Workshop “Practical Landscaping for Oklahoma”!

OKC Beautiful offers“Basic Training” workshops throughout the year that are FREE and OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC! These wonderful workshops are taught by local professionals and geared toward helping
peoplework smarter, not harder intheir public green spacesor private gardens. The December guest speaker
isJohn Fluitt, Landscape Designer. John isknown for theimpressive landscape design work that heand his
business partner Marquette Clay do with their landscape installation company Garden Design Associates.
Mr. Fluitt will bediscussing “ Practical L andscaping for Oklahoma” on Thursday, December 2" from
6:00t08:00 p.m. at theWill Roger sGar den Exhibition Center located at 3400 N.W. 36" If you or your
group areinterested in attending thisworkshop — enrollment iseasy! Just call the OK C Beautiful office
at 525-8822 by M onday, November 29" and tell usyou wish tosign up. Spaceislimited, so enroll today!

OKC Beautiful’s quarterly “Basic Training” workshops are aimed at giving helpful, basic, no-
nonsense advice to people maintaining public beautification projects. Our goal is to help people work
smarter and more efficiently and give the latest tips on everything from more efficient litter control tactics
to the best low-maintenance plants as well as more specialized topics. This fun and informative workshop
ismade possiblethrough agenerous grant from the Oklahoma City Community Foundation, with assistance
from Neighborhood Alliance and the OKC Parks and Recreation Department

AFEWTHINGS....
Bob Scott
WHEN PAYING DUES:

- please send your check to the Nur'ser'y & Contracting

OHS instead of the AHS.
>find out when your annual
dues are due, by checking the SR
mailing label on the back of this ,& "‘gﬁf) and hard to find plants”
issue.

10116 W. Wilshire

E-MAIL REMINDERS: Yukon, OK 73099

If you would like an e-mail reminder

about upcoming events, especially 1/2 mi west of Kilpatrick
monthly meetings, send SharonBeasley Turnpike on Wilshire
ane-mail totell her. Her e-mail address .

is gardener@pl di.net. We have a large selection of

flowering trees, shrubs and pe-
OHS WEBSITE: www.okhort.org .
Check our website often. Hugh rennials for both sunand shade.

Stout, our president keeps it updated We are known for our daylllles
very regularly. Thisisawonderful way and hostas.
to keep current on all the horticultural
doings around. If you have items of
horticultural interest to suggest for phone: (405) 721-0802

posting, ~ contact Hugh at email: bobscottnursery@cs.com
www.stoutgarden@cox.net




DR.ALLANARMITAGE'SBOOKS;

Dr. Armitage hasauthored many books. Heisbest known
for his classroom and reference text, Her baceous Gar -
den Perennials, a Treatise of ldentification, Culture
and Garden Attributes, now in its 2nd edition (1146
pages), a standard reference for gardeners, professional's
and students.
Allan Armitage on Perennials,

aguidebook to perennial sthroughout North Americawon
the prestigious Garden Communication Award from the
Garden Writers Association of America.

Specialty Cut Flowers

Healso wrotetheinternationally respected Specialty Cut
Flowersinwhich commercial productionand postharvest
handling of over 200 species of specialty cut flowersare
covered.

Ornamental Bedding Plant Production
discussescommercial production of bedding plants, pub-
lished by CAB Pressin England for European and Ameri-
can distribution, and has since been translated into Japa-
nese.

His other books include Bedding Plants, Prolonging
Shelf Performance, designed to enhance proper han-
dling of garden plants, A revised book on Seed Propa-
gated Geraniums(2nd ed), thefirst book inthe Commer-
cial Greenhouse Series of books on production of green-
house crops in which he was the editor.

Theseare some of theauthor'sbooksto be sold and signed
at each location. This event is made possible by the
underwriting sponsorship of theKirkpatrick Family Fund,
The OklahomaCity Zoological Park, TulsaCity/County
Libraries, the Educational Endowment of the Oklahoma
Horticultural Society and additional support provided by
the Tulsa Perennia Saociety.

Moreinformation at; www.okhort.org
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Sunshine Nursery for All Your Gardening Success
& Arboretum
www.sunshinenursery.com
) ' _ TLC Nursery & Greenhouses, Inc.
Steve & Sherry Bieberich T‘
L 105 W. Memeorial $200 NW Expresewny
T};\EANT ) 751-0630 720-009!
] R.’t.sé(,)i(;xs 20735(; Ellnt?.n, ozla. 73601 igo-323-6259 PRORTSICNALS
\ ax: e mail: gardening@suns Inenursery.com/ \L ® Oklahoma's Leadine Garden Centers J/

HELP!!

To maintain the finest quality for our
statewide speaker’s programs, and
to support scholarships at the cur-
rent level, the Oklahoma Horticul-
tural Society must continue to raise
funds.

The best way you can help is by
making a tax deductible contribu-
tion to the Oklahoma Horticultural
Society Endowment Fund associ-
ated with the Oklahoma City Com-
munity Foundation. Enclosed with
this newsletter, is a easy mail-back
envelope to the Oklahoma City
Community Foundation. On line
giving is possible through their
website at www.occf.org, or you
canlinktothemthrough ourwebsite
at www.okhort.org. There you will
find details and directions on how to
contribute for memorials or gifts.

Please help us to continue our edu-
cational efforts.

Sincerely,
Hugh Stout Jr.
OHS President




24" Annual Horticulture Industries Show
January 14 & 15, 2005
Holiday Inn Civic Center, Ft. Smith, Arkansas

PROGRAM GENERAL INFORMATION

The 24th Annual Horticulture Industries Show involves
two days of educational programs and trade show activi-
ties for people with horticultural interests in Oklahoma,
Arkansas, and surrounding states. Thethemefor the 24th
Show is “Safe and Secure Food Begins on the Farm”.
Over 500 will be in attendance along with over 35
exhibitors of equipment, supplies and services.
The General Sessionisat 9:00 a.m. both January 14 and
15andwill featuretopicsof general interest. Six horticul-
tural commaodity groups will offer educational sessions
concurrently beginning at 10:30 a.m. each day. Program
topicswill befor existing producers, new producers, and
service providers. Do not miss this Show if you are
currently involved in or considering production, value
added and marketing of fruits, vegetables, herbs, Christ-
mas trees, or sustainable farming, Farmers Market, and
master gardener/public horticulture. For more informa:
tion, contact Department of Horticultureand L.A., OSU
by email: donna.dollins@okstate.edu or by phone 405-
744-6460.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Kamyar Enshayan

Thisyear’ sfeatured speakerson Friday, January 14
will beDr. Kamyar Enshayan. Dr. Enshayanisan agricul-
tural engineer and teaches at the University of Northern
lowa. Hedirectsthe UNI Local Food Project and coordi-
natesthe“ Buy Fresh, Buy Local” campaignin collabora
tion with Practical Farmers of lowa. He has worked to
expand local markets for local farms by working with
institutional food buyersin Northeast lowa. Kamyar also
serves on the Cedar Falls City Council.

Food security isabroad topic, but it has a specific
category dealingwithlocal food systems, goodshed, food
circles,andinstitutional good buying. Local marketssup-
porting local food production is a vital link in keeping
family farmersin business. The“Buy Fresh, Buy Local”
program has generated data on the economic impact of
institutional food buying ontheregional economy. Sofar
twenty-three hospital s, schools, restaurants, and grocery
storeshavejoined the program and resulted in significant
dollarsre-circulated in the lowa State economy.

William McGlynn and Lynn Brandenberger

Lynn Brandenberger is ahorticulturist with major
responsibilities for serving the needs of the commercial
vegetable industry in Oklahoma. Dr. Brandenberger is
responsiblefor leading extension and research programs
focused on enhancing the yield, quality and safety of
fresh and processed vegetables. His program addresses
the cultural aspects of vegetable production, leading
effortsstatewidefor crop cultural concerns, weed control
andfood safety. Hisresearch and demonstration program
has been instrumental in cooperating with producersand
county agents to determine what industry needs are and
how to address those needs. Past and ongoing work
includes: Variety evaluations, fertility, irrigation, mul ches,
crop enhancement compounds and population studies;
Herbicide screening and rate studiesin several vegetable
crop groups; Studiesregarding the potential for microbial
contamination in fresh produce. In addition, he has pub-
lished resultsof hiswork through peer reviewed journals
and written numerous applied research reports published
inthe annual Vegetable Trial Report. Hiswork has been
implemented through his many collaborations with re-
searchers, producers and county extension staff through
out the state and nation.

Current and past projects include evaluation of
vegetable cultivars and screening of new weed control
materials for use in vegetable crops. Detailed results of
these studies are included in the 2003 Vegetable Trial
Report and are available through the Department of
Horticulture at Oklahoma State University .

Extensive and compl ete data information can be
foundonthefollowingwebsite: http://home.okstate.edu/
homepages.nsf/toc/VegetableTrialReport

Daniel’s Landscaping
and Lawncare

Free Estimates
*« Lawn Mowing
* Gardening
« Maintenance
* Tree and Shrub. Trimming

Daniel Ferguson
(405)/821<1575




Exochorda serratifolia

Common Name: Pearlbush

Because Pearlbush (Exochorda serratifolia) is ap-
propriate to use in a number of hardiness zones and the
fact that it lights up the spring landscape, this speciesand
itscultivarsneed greater appreciation by Oklahomaland-
scapers and nursery personnel alike. This Rosaceae
family member isunderutilizedrelativeto other pearlbush
species and hybridswithin thisgenus, particularly inthe
warmer zones of its growing range.

Spring foliage of pearlbush unfurls sometime in
early March, at least in zone 7. The simple, alternately
arranged leaves ultimately expand to 3-4" long. With
immature or unhardened growth, the petioles add to the
spring/summer ornamental display asthey are often pink
to purple several weeksbeforeturning green. Whilethe
arrival of the leaves is not the ornamental focus, the
flowersthat soon follow definitely attract attention. The
plant’s common name is derived from the early tight
flower buds that loosely resemble pearls. The white
racemes, madeup of several individual five-petaled flow-
ersalmost 1" in diameter each, last at |east two weeksin
the landscape. With the balance of the growing season,
thefoliageremainsclean & virtually pest & diseasefree.

Asfall approaches, yellow fall color may develop
some years. Another ornamental attribute is the orna-
mental, ¥4’ five-valved capsules that persist on the plant
into the winter. Fruits resemble those of Euonymus
(Euonymus spp.) although again they are five not four-
valved capsules. Bark for thisspeciesisnormally brown
and dull for much winter interest.

Use E. serratifolia as a large shrub or limb the
speciesinto asmall treeto 10-12" tall in most sites (some
cultivarsmorecompact). Thisparticular pearlbushthrives
in dappled shade or full sunwhenirrigated. Between my
experience and what I’ve read, | haven’t found it to be

by Dr. Mike Schnéelle

particular regarding pH athough | suspect optimally it
would prefer dightly acidic soils. Upon establishment it
is at least dlightly drought tolerant although it must
receive periodicirrigation when good flower display and
lushfoliageareexpected. Whengrown asatree, pearlbush
probably deserves another look as a“ utilitree” given its
diminutivesizeand unlikelinesstogrow into power lines.
Pearlbush performswell inlarge architectural containers
besidestraditional |andscape plantings. This species, en
masse, al so servesasalow mai ntenance deciduoushedge.
Landscaperswill findthisplant to beremarkably durable,
stepping up to the platein anumber of landscape settings
and uses.

Cultivarsfor thisplant exist such as* Snow White'
and‘NorthernPearls (aparticularly cold hardy selection.
The species can be propagated by seed whichiscommer-
cially available from various woody seed companies.
Cold stratification is necessary from 60-90 days at 34-
36F. It may also be propagated by softwood cuttings.

Exochorda serratifolia can be grown from Minne-
sotato Texas, again making this Asian plant an exciting
small treeor largeshrubfor themgjority of U.S. gardeners
(zones 4-8) to enjoy. Contact Mike Schnelleat OSU for
additional information.

OHSWEBSITE:

www.okhort.org

a M
Satterlee Landscape Nursery has been serving plant lovers from across the S
state for 36 years. Family owned and operated, we specialize in unusual tt
varieties as well as old favorites. Select from awide variety of trees, shrubs, a er ee
perennials, water plants, annuals and tropicals for every situation. LANDSCAPE NURSERY

Come enjoy our new water garden area with a waterfall, large pond, winetudng he unisl
flagstone patio and raised planting beds. See our new line of metal bird
sculptures from Zimbabwe. Personalize your garden with selections from our new line of garden accessories
such as gazing globes, wind chimes, hand-carved granite fountains, spheres and oriental lanterns. We also offer
cast concrete fountains, birdbaths, planters and statuary in a variety of finishes to compliment your home.

Our trained staff (including four Oklahoma Certified Nurserymen) will guide you in the best plant selections
for our area. Visitwith our design staff to bring to life the garden of your imagination. Satterlee's offers landscape
design, installation and delivery to suit your needs.

Visit us today at 6922 North May Avenue Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Or call: (405) 848-6228
\\ J
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PLANTING IN THE RAIN

by Keta Stevens
Custer County Master Gardener and
Oklahoma Horticultural Society Member

Last Wednesday about five Master Gardeners,
severa of which are aso members of the Okla Hort
Society, decided to plant about 300 daffodil bulbsin a
median on the east side of Weatherford. No sooner
hadwebegun, it begantodrizzle. Fortunately someof the
Weatherford city crew wereworkinginthesamemedian,
trenching electrical wiring for new Christmaslights. One
of the gardeners went over and asked if they would like
to help us out. They came and trenched some rows, and
then we planted bulbsin thelight rain (which was getting
alittleheavier). Y es, thetrenching wasalittledeeper than
what our shovels would have done, but this was virgin
ground and only bermudawasgrowing there. Thiswould
have been hard |abor and made avery long afternoon, so
we were appreciative for the help.

Aswe stood in the parking | ot, |ooking how wet
and muddy wewere, wewerelaughing and happy that we
had afun afternoon in the rain. We'll certainly will look
back on this day in March & April and laugh again;
knowing the city and gardenersworked together to make
our community alittle more cheerful in the spring.

These King Alfreds daffodils were bought locally
and will naturalize very well. For our small community,
weonly had about 300 bulbsdonated. After somebloom
next year and years after, I’'m sure we'll receive more
donations.

WeatherfordishostingtheMaster Gardener State
Conferencefor next year in June. Of course, our daffodils
will have bloomed long before then, but it will spur our
community to get spruced up for June.

Plaza Physician Oftices
4140 W. Memorial Rd

COLOROKLAHOMA

| amwriting you about auniqueopportunity to help color
Oklahoma’ sroadsidesand parkswithwildflowers. Itisanewly
approved specia vehicle license tag. | am with Color Okla-
homa — Sow Some Wild Seeds. We are a project of the
nonprofit Oklahoma Native Plant Society dedicated to adding
wildflowers to Oklahoma roadsides, parks and other highly
visible public places. We convinced the L egislature and gover-
nor thisyear to authorize alicensetag to help fund our program.
But thereisacatch. We must sell 100 pre-ordered tags by Dec.
30of thisyear. If wedon’t reach that goal, welosethetag. This
isan opportunity that wedon'’t lose. Wewant everyonedriving
our highways to enjoy the colorful blooms of spring and
summer wildflowers. Payment for the tag is to be sent to the
state Tax Commission and should we not reach our goal, all
payments will be refunded by the state.

| have order forms, a color print of the tag design and a
letter of explanation that | would liketo send to you so that you
can share it with friends and other members of the Oklahoma
IrisSociety. Each tag costs$35, and with Christmascoming up,
atag would be alovely present that will also be helping others
and the state. Feel free to check out our website at .

Yourstruly, Pearl Garrison 918 587-4624

Contact wildflowers@coloroklahoma.org

ORI THO TP IE LG Y

s EE]

Specializing in the
diagnosis and treatment of
Asthma and other Allergic

diseases in adults and
children since 1925.

Warren V. Filley, M.D.

Diplomate American Board Allergy, Asthma and immunology
MERCY OFFICE CENTRAL OFFICE
750 N.E. 131h
(2 Blks, East ot Lincoln)
P.O. Box 26827
Oklahoma City, OK 73126
(405) 235-0040

NORMAN OFFICE
Physicians & Surgeons Bidg.
950 North Porter
Suite 101
Norman, OK

Suite 115
Oklahoma City, OK

PRECURE

NURSERY & GARDEN CENTER

4535 N.W. 63rd @ Oklahoma City, OK 73132
Landscaping 405.721.5638
Garden Center 405.721.5637

8125 W. Reno e Oklahoma City, OK 73127
Landscaping 405.789.4930
Garden Center 405.789.2540

Specializing in Affordable
Landscape Design and Installation
WWW.precurenursery.com

Trees
Shrubs
Ground Covers
Bedding Plants
Sod Grass
Water Features
Fertilizer
Pottery

Lawn & Garden Art
Statuary

Bird Feeders
Tropicals
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OKLAHOMA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 2004-5 EVENTS

>December 17, 2004 - OHS Christmas "Pot Luck" Party. See page 3 for details. (405) 330-9150
>January 14-15, 2005: 24th Annual Arkansas/Oklahoma Horticulture Industries Show “ Safe and Secure Food
Begins on the Farm” held at Fort Smith, Arkansas at the Holiday Inn Civic Center. For
information contact Donna Dollins, 405-744-6460 or visit the website:
http://home.okstate.edu/Okstate/dasnr/hort/hortlahome.nsf/toc/HIS
>January 25, 2005 - OHS Monthly Meeting; TBA - Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Bldg; 7 pm; bring snacks
>February 18, 2005: OHS presents Dr. Allan Armitagein Tulsaat 6:30 PM, Tulsa' s Hardesty Library Auditorium,
8360 E. 93rd Street; see page 1 & 7 for further details.
>February 19, 2005: OHS Winter Meeting presents Dr. Allan Armitage in Oklahoma City at 2:00 PM, OKC Zoo
and Botanical Gardens Education Center, OKC Zoo and Botanical Gardens;
seepage 1 & 7 for further details.
>February 28, 2005 - OHS Monthly Meeting; TBA - Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Bldg; 7 pm; bring snacks
>M ar ch 18-20, 2005:_Oklahoma Flower, Plant and L andscaping Show & Sale at Tulsa Convention Center
>March 22,2005 - OHS Monthly Meeting; TBA - Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Bldg; 7 pm; bring snacks

OHS Monthly Educational M eetings:

Monthly educational meetings are held the fourth Tuesday OHSWEBSI TE:
of each month (except July, August and December) at 7 PM '
at the OKC Will Rogers Garden Center. WWW.OkhOI't.OI’g

M eetings are open to the public and all are welcome.

2N 5 K L A H O M A
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

BOTH FOR ONLY $35 PER YEAR!

AMERICAN
HORTICULTURAL  gpjoy the benefits of your local gardening society as well

SOCIETY as the nations most prestigious horticultural organization
OHS-AHSJOINT MEMBERSHIP FORM Date
[] NewMember [ ] Genera - may include 2 personsin samefamily.......... 35.00
[ ] Renewd [] Family - 3 or morepersonsinsamefamily .............. 50.00

[] Gift Membership[ | Life OHS Member - Does Not Include $20 yearly AHS Dues . . . 300.00

Name(s)
Street Address Occupation
City/State/Zip
Phone (Home) (Work)
E-mail: Please make check payable to:

Oklahoma Horticultural Society * P.O. Box 75425 * Oklahoma City, Oklahoma* 73147-5425

o
o



Oklahoma Horticultural

O

Society
P.O. Box 75425
klahoma City, OK 73147-5425

N\

N
OKLAHOMA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
OHSCHRISTMASPARTY ‘gr
evP‘ \OV\ DATE Friday, December 17
2 6 TIME: 6:30 PM
o({o PLACE: Home of Dixie & Bruce Gordon
¢ 12801 Williams Ct. OKC :
L
DR.ALLANARMITAGE - LECTURES
Friday, February 18th, Tulsa 6:30 PM, Tulsa’ sHardesty Library A4 66‘/,
Auditorium, 8360 E. 93rd Street %, 4661
“Legendsin the Garden: Who in the World is Nellie Stevens?” 606‘7 & >
Saturday, February 19th, Oklahoma City 4’(:
OKC Zoo and Botanical Gardens Education Center, 2101 NE 50th (East parking lot)
OHS Annua Meeting schedule:
1:00 PM General Membership
2:30 PM Dr. Allan Armitage Lecture:
“If You’'re Going to Spend Your Money, You Might As Well Buy the Good Stuff”
Mailing address: OHS P.O. Box 75425 Oklahoma City, OK 73147-5425
Web Page:  www.okhort.org ))




